
On February 27th, the English Language Institute 

visited the Miami Metro Zoo in west Kendall. At 

noon, the 47 students jumped on the bus and 

departed to the zoo. The weather was very sunny 

and breezy. At the zoo, the students broke up into 

smaller groups. Some had lunch at Metro Zoo's 

cafe, others rented 4-person bikes, and others 

explored the zoo on foot. While the walk around 

the zoo took a long while, everyone enjoyed 

seeing the animals we don't see everyday, such 

as the white tiger, the camels, the giraffes, and 

many more. The group returned to the bus at 

3:30pm and arrived at the FIU campus by 4:00. 

Overall, visting the Metro Zoo was a unique 

experience for everyone. 

 

-Cristina Martinez 

A group of students and teacher,  Sheryl, enjoy a gorgeous, 

sunny day at Miami Metro Zoo. 

The English Language Institute visits Miami Metro Zoo 
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study dentistry. While my family 

is in Venezuela, I prefer to study 

here because now I really like 

Miami and I have a second fam-

ily here as well.ò 

ñWhen I first came from Vene-

zuela, I was afraid of being in a 

new country with different peo-

ple. However, I made many 

friends very soon. So far, I have 

enjoyed many moments that I 

will miss and never forget. When 

I return  to Venezuela, I plan to 
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Studentsõ Spotlights: Adel Alraheem 

openly share this information 

about our countries. The ELI also 

arranges many different extracur-

ricular activities which is aimed 

for students to meet each other, 

and the most importantly, practice 

and improve their English. I like 

the place very much, especially 

our teachers who are all great and 

amicable. I feel like I am home. I 

plan to complete this experience 

by enrolling in the computer 

engineering program at FIU after 

finishing the IEP. Maybe I will 

also begin a new life here,buy a 

house, start a family in the fu-

ture ... who knows, right? 

Before coming from Kuwait to 

study at the ELI, I had expected 

to meet a lot of students from 

different  parts of the world. I 

knew that I would learn more 

than English in this place. My 

expectations turned out to be 

true. Today, I know a lot of 

things about many cultures and 

their ways of thinking. What's 

most exciting is that we can 
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Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

ñI like the place very much, especially 

our teachers who are all great and 

amicable. I feel like I am home.ò 

-Adel Alraheem 



   A group of 19 students from 

CERAM Sophia Antopolis, lo-

cated in  the French Rivera, ar-

rived to the United States on  

January 5th with two main mis-

sions: improve their English and 

explore the American culture for 

10 whole weeks.  

   CERAM, a group of 19 inter-

national business majors, took 

English and business-related 

courses at the ELI, including 

Business presentation and re-

search, business writing and 

Business case studies in the af-

ternoon.  

  While they moved around the 

ELI as a whole, each student has 

had a unique and individual 

experience  in the United States.   

   For nine weeks, they prepared 

with their  afternoon  professors, 

Bill,  Marilyn and Cristina,, a 

research project which included 

a 10 page research paper (written 

in English), and a final presenta-

tion which was filmed.  

   While they worked diligently 

for nine weeks,  they also had 

amazing opportunities to expand 

their professional horizons with 

various guest speakers, and even 

a visit to the Federal Reserves.  

    All in all, it was a pleasure to 

host a well-rounded and chal-

lenging academic and cultural 

program for the CERAM group 

at the English Language Institute 

at FIU.  

 ðCristina Martinez 

 

CERAM: Bon Voyage to our dear French group 

Upcoming Activities 

CERAM: Saying Goodbye to the ELI 

ñOverall, I had a really good time here in Miami. 

What I enjoyed most was discovering the culture 

and mentality of people from other countries, 

especially those from South America with whom 

I had a real good time. I would like to give a big 

"thank you" to these people, and I look forward 

to seeing them again. Then, I want to thank all 

the teachers for what they taught us and for their 

motivation. In a nutshel,l it was a great experi-

ence that I'll never forget. My love to Lorena, 

and loads of kisses to everyone!ò -Jerome Jolivet 
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The CERAM group shortly after 

arriving to Miami. 

ñAs a group, we had 

some bad experiences, 

but at the end, we 

always laughed and 

reminded ourselves of 

these 'adventures'.ò 

-Sarah Duvivier 

Thursday, March 26th: Formal Dinner and Awards night 

 

Send vote/suggestion to newsletter.eli.fiu@gmail.com 

ñI have too many experiences to talk about! 

I enjoyed staying in Miami for ten weeks 

very much. Sometimes,  I don't want to re-

turn to France! As a group, we had some 

bad experiences, but at the end, we always 

laughed and reminded ourselves of these 

'adventures'. A special experience that I had 

was at Coconut Grove when a Spanish gui-

tar player began playing over Cocowalk; it 

was really amazing. I also went to Fort 

Lauderdale with my friends where we saw 

an iguana on the rails of a train, I never saw 

some of the students running so fast! Every 

time I went to Lincoln Road, there was 

something amazing to see. Lastly, when the 

French team won the ELI football game, I 

was quite proud. I hope I could return to 

FIU again because I really enjoyed my 

stay.ò -Sarah Duvivier 


