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Tips for your Study
Abroad Experience

Build a network of
friends and col-
leagues;

Stay busy;

Immerse yourself in
your studies;

Call home often;

Listen to music or
watch movies that
make you feel
closer to home;

Talk to others; and

Think positively.

Welcome Back: Message from the Director

| would like to extend a
warm welcome to all our
new students and
welcome back all of our
last-semester students
who have decided to
continue their studies with
us. All of you have made
the right decision. The
ELI has a national
reputation for its strong
academic program, and
our students always enjoy
our many cultural
activities.

Last term the ELI
students were tested using
a standardized test. 90%
of all students scored at or
above their level. Each of

those scores is a
testimony to our strong
curriculum, highly
qualified instructors, and
well-taught students. No
wonder so many students
finish the ELI and are
accepted at FIU and other
universities!

While serious studying
goes on inside the
classroom, our students
also experience the fun
side of the ELI: our
cultural and extra-
curricular activities.
Every term, Cristina
Martinez, our ELI
Activities Coordinator,
puts together a schedule

of fun activities for
students to enjoy, make
friends, and practice their
English while learning
about our multi-ethnic
community.

As you begin this
semester, | wish you
success in your studies
and a fun time at our
university. | hope that
you, too, will find out
why the ELI is the right
place to start your career
and Miami the best city to
study, work, and live in.
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My name is Jose Carlos Romeu
Vega. | am from Havana, Cuba
but my family is from the

who was born in the city in my
family. | have been in Miami
since May, 2008. It has been a
really nice experience so far. |

and | have been here ever since.
Living in the United States has
been a completely wonderful

I like the
our teachers who are all great andagain. Everything is different
amicable. | feel |ike | am ho

-Adel Alraheem

Before coming from Kuwait to
study at the ELI, | had expected
to meet a lot of students from
different parts of the world. |
knew that | would learn more
than English in this place. My
expectations turned out to be
true. Today, | know a lot of
things about many cultures and
their ways of thinking. What's
most exciting is that we can

AiWhen | first

in a new country with different
people. However, | made many

enjoyed many moments that |

I return to Venezuela, | plan to
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countryside, so | am the only one

began to study at the ELI in July,
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Venezuela, | was afraid of being

friends very soon. So far, | have

will miss and never forget. When
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world does not have a health
care plan. | think people have the
right to go to the hospital
without worrying whether they
can afford it or not. The other
point is racism. | never imagined
this problem in the 21st century.
It is just stupid. We are all equal.
Now | am going to go to college
at FIU. | plan to major in
biological sciences. Then, | will
go to medical
planned much after that.

from Cuba. Now, | have lots of
information, opportunities, and
dreams that can come true. What
do I like about the US? Almost
everything. Here you do not
have limits, so you can go as far
as you want. To a person who
has spent his entire life living in
a communist country, it is a big
relief to live in a country without
any absurd prohibitions like the
ones in Cuba. On the other hand,

most powerful country in the
me . 0

sO0O Spotlights
computer engineering program

at FIU after finishing the IEP.
Maybe I will also begin a new

life here, buy a house, start a
family in the future ... who
knows, right?

openly share this information
about our countries. The ELI also
arranges many different
extracurricular activities which are
aimed at having students meet
each other, practice and improve
their English. 1 like the place very
much, especially our teachers, who
are all great and friendly. | feel
like I am home. I plan to complete
this experience by enrolling in the

¢ sudyelentistry. ®hile my family

is in Venezuela, | prefer to study
here because now I really like
Miami and | have a second

family here as w
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CERAM: Bon Voyage to our dear French group

A group of 19 students from and business case studies in the While they worked diligently
CERAM Sophia Antopolis, afternoon. for nine weeks, they also had
Ioc'ated .|n the Fr?nch Rivera, While studying at the ELI, each amézmg opportun|t|e§ to expfomd
arrived in the United States on their professional horizons with

student had a unique and

January 5th with two main Lo . . various guest speakers, and even

o ) . . individual experience in the o
missions: improve their English . a visit to the Federal Reserve

] United States.
and explore the American Bank.
culture for 10 whole weeks. For nine weeks, their . .
. i All'in all, it was a pleasure to
. professors, Bill, Marilyn and
This CERAM group of 19 host a well-rounded and

. . . . Cristina, helped them to ) .
international business majors . . challenging academic and
complete their project: a ten-

took English and business- . cultural program for the
page research project, and an .
related courses at the ELI, CERAM group at the English

including busine esentatio oral presentation which was Lan e Institute at FIU
includi usiness pres ion . . . angua stitu .

g ) P o filmed and sent to their school in guag
and research, business writing

France. o Cristina Martinez

The CERAM group shortly after
arriving in Miami.

CERAM: Saying Goodbye to the ELI

Al really have many efkQveerria¢ hcels haod taal &al ly Mi a
about! I enjoyed staying in Miami for ten What | enjoyed most was discovering the culture AfAs a group,
weeks. Sometimes, | didn't want to return and mentality of people from other countries, some bad experiences,

to France! As a group, we had some bad
experiences, but at the end, we always
laughed and reminded ourselves of these
‘adventures'. A special experience that | had

especially those from South America with whom
I had a really good time. | would like to give a
big "thank you" to these people, and | look

but at the end, we
always laughed and

was at Coconut Grove when a Spanish forward to seeing them again. Then, | want to reminded ourselves of

guitar player began playing over at thank all the teachers for what they taught us and these ' adven:
Cocowalk; it was really amazing. We also for their motivation. In a nutshel,l it was a great _Sarah Duvivier

went to Fort Lauderdale, where | saw an experience that I'll never forget. My love to

iguana on the rails of a train. | had never Lorena, and loads- of kiss®es—TUo —®everyone! 0

seen some of the students run so fast! Every
time | went to Lincoln Road, there was
something amazing to see. Lastly, when the
French team won the ELI football game, |
was quite proud. | hope I can return to FIU
again because | r-eally enjoyed my stay.o
Sarah Duvivier

Jerome Jolivet

Upcoming Activities

« Thursday, April 30th: Welcome Breakfast at the ELI
« Friday, May 1st, Pool Party and volleyball at FIU
*All activities are subject to change and depend on weather
conditions, and/or other factors.
** Send suggestions to newsletter.eli.fiu@gmail.com**
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The ELI newsletter is a foveekly publication of the English Language Institute
that updates students on upcoming events and important dates. It invites students
to participate in its publication process. It also includes news, trivia, quotes and

reading suggestions. You maynail any suggestion to Cristina Martinez at

newsletter.eli.fiu@gmail.com.

The ELI newsletter is produced by ELI instructor and student activities
coordinator, Cristina Martinez, and appointed ELI students.
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Facebook

The ELI has created an online group where students can join and be constantly

updated on upcoming events and activities. You can also share pictures with yo
classmates and teachers. To join, go to www.facebook.com, create an account

and sear ch

f o

Reading Suggestions

It may be difficult and challenging to find an

appropriate book to read, especially if English is

not your native language. Students always wonder
which books are suitable for their level of English,

and usually ask for suggestions from teachers.

When choosing a book to read, keep these points

in mind:

1. Your level of English: do not choose

something too difficult nor too long. On the
other hand, choose one challenging enough to

help expand your vocabulary.

2. Your Interests: Choose a genre or topic that

is interesting to you.
3. Suggestions: Ask teachers for suggestions.

4, Check FIlI Ub6s

l'ibrary
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PAULO
COELSICE

THE ALCHEMIST
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MILDRED D. TAYLOR “7

Roll of Thunder,

WHERE THE RED
FERN GROWS
BY WILSON RAWLS
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Reading List

The Alchemishby Paulo
Coelho

Roll of Thunder, Hear
my Cry by Mildrded D.
Taylor

Where the Red Fern
Growsby Wilson Rawls

The Summer of my
o ns .German Soldieby
Bette Greene

facebook

gr oudpl BW&E.n gRe red m s
choose the information you want to share with others. Whiléacebookis an

online source, you can choose to keep your personal profile as private as you like.
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